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TH£ BELIEVER'S INTERMEDIATE BODY 





Preliminary Considerations 

The Chronology of the Resurrection 

1A. The Fact of the Resurrection: 

John 5:25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live ... 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 

the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice. 

lb. Every individual who was born and died will be resurrected. 

2b. The agent of the resurrection is Jesus Christ. 

A resurrection involves the restitution of the former body which has perished into a 

new body suited for eternal existence. The resurrection of Lazarus was, in fact, a resuscitation. 

2A. The Two Types of Resurrection: 

John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 

have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

lb. The first resurrection is the resurrection of life (Rev. 20:5-6). 

2b. The second resurrection is the resurrection of damnation. 

3A. The Stages of the Resurrections: 

lb. The first resurrection: 

le. The resurrection of Jesus Christ-in A.0.32: Luke 24:46; 1 Cor. 15:1-11 

2c. The Jerusalem saints-at the time of Christ's resurrection: Mt. 27:51-53 

3c. The Church Age saints-at the Rapture: 1 Thess. 4:16 

4c. The OT saints-at the Second Advent: Dan. 12:1-2 

Sc. The Tribulation martyrs-at the Second Advent: Rev. 20:4 

2b. The second resurrection-at the end of the Millennium: Rev. 20:11-15 

The Great White Throne Judgment is a judgment of all the unbelieving dead. It occurs at the end of the 

Millennium and is based on works in order to show that the punishment is deserved and how severe it 

should be (Rev. 20:12). Of course. the unsaved people are in this judgment because they rejected Christ 

as their Savior while they were alive. 
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Preliminary Considerations 

The Nature of Man 

lA. The Defense of the Inseparable Nature of Man: 

Man has a body, soul, spirit, heart, mind, conscience and other immaterial capacities. 

2A. The Demand for an Intermediate Body: 

For man to function properly and to communicate with those around him, he needs a body. 

3A. The Differences about an Intermediate Body: 

lb. Ignoring the issue: 

Many theologians make no reference to the condition of an individual in the 

intermediate state. 

2b. The Roman Catholic Church espouses the unbiblical notion that all individuals suffer 

consciously and physically in purgatory for a period of time. 

3b. Many evangelicals either ignore or deny the possibility of an intermediate body. 

Typical are Loraine Boettner's comments. He calls the intermediate state a state of 

imperfection: "This imperfection consists, first of all, in that the spirit is without a body, 

which for the human species is an abnormal condition. The body, with its organs of 

sense, is the instrument through which we make contact with the physical world. As 

long as the disembodied state continues the soul has, so far as we know, no instrument 

by which it can make contact with the physical world or communicate with the 

individuals here." (Loraine Boettner, Immortality, 1989, 95) 

Boettner's view represents the position of most evangelical theologians: 

''The life of man thus falls not into two stages, as it is so often assumed, but into three. 

First, is the stage from birth until death, which is life in the present world and in the 

natural body; second, life between death and the resurrection, in the intermediate 

state, which is life without the body; and, third, life in the resurrection body, which is 

the final and eternal state. (Ibid., 96) 

Respected Southern Baptist theologian Gregg R. Allison, in an incisive article entitled 

"Four Theses Concerning Human Embodiment," cogently argues that human existence 

necessitates embodi.ment, but then, paradoxically, rejects the idea of a body in the 

intermediate state. Thus he speaks of "the strangeness of the disembodiment in the 

intermediate state." He further observes that "Physical death is the temporary 

separation of people from their body, so the intermediate state is an abnormal 
condition of disembodiment . . L\t the return of Christ and its corollary event of bodily 

resurrection, people will be re-embodied and remain so for all eternity" (The Southern 

Baptist Journal of Theology 23.2 [2019], p.157, 173). 
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Wn重W七Have An Intermediate Body A捷er Death?

INTRODUCTION‥ What cons璃utes man,s existence between death and the 「esu「「ection? Will he be

bodiiess’an unCIothed spi「it, O「 W冊e exist in a temporary, intermediate body?

What is the nature of that body?

1A・ THE EVIDENCE FOR THE INTERMEDIATE BODY FROM THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN

lb.　The unity of man:

Scriptu「e refers to man as having not just a body and mind, COnSCience, W町etc.

Trying to classify a旧hat co=S軸es man into two o「 th「ee catego「ies causes too many

P「ObIems. Man must be thought ofas a unit. Lacking any one eIement the existen∞

is no Ionger man. The「efo「e・ tO eXist as man in any envi「onment or state of being, he

must have a body whethe「 it be physica口nte「mediate, Or gIo輔ed.

2b.　The function of man:

Man is composed of materiaI and immate「iaI. The immate「iaI gives睦to and di「ects

the material・ W柵out the materiaI the immaterial can no Ionge「 function. The

immate「iaI gives exp「ession onIy th「ough the mate「ial.

3b.　The natu「e of man:

``We need to remembe「 that the whoIe nature of man is 「edeemed and sha一一be up ln

glory. Man consists not only ofspi「it’but aIso of body and souI. He owns a pe「sona時

POSSeSSeS a W町desi「es, CaPaCity to Iove and be Ioved. ‥There must be aII the things

necessary for a fuII and complete existence’(N. A. Woychuck, ``Life in Heavenr

Bめ胸筋eca Sacra, October/December 1 950〉.

2A.　THE EVIDENCE FOR THE INTERMEDIATE BODY FROM SCRIPTURE:

1b.　The輔mation of the OId Testament conce「ning the intermediate body

lc・　Thegeneralteaching:

The Old Testament a簡「rris the co=SCious fo「m of the inte「mediate state:

Gen. 37‥35; 2 Sam. 12:23; P「ov. 1:12, 12‥28; Isa. 14‥10; Ezek. 32:21;

1 Sam. 28, Eccl. 12:7

2c.　The centraI passage: 1 SamueI 28

1 Sam 28:12, 15, 16, 19, 20;And when thewoman sawsamueI, Shecrfed with a

Ioud voice: and the woman spake fo Saul, Saying, Why hast叶ou deceived me? fo「 thou

art Saul. ‥ And SamueI said to Saul・ Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up?

And Saul answered’I am sore distressed; for the Ph鵬tines make wa「 against me, and

God is departed什om me・ a=d answereth me no mo「e・ ne軸er by p「ophets, n9「 by
’ d「eams: therefo「e l have caIIed thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what i

Shali do. Then said SamueI・ Whe「efo「e then dost thou ask of me, Seeing theしORD is

departed from thee, and is become輔ne enemy?... Moreove「 theしORD v¥相also deIive「

lsrael with thee into the hand of the P嗣stines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons

be with me‥ the LORD aIso shaIi deIive「 the host of ls「ael into the hand ofthe P輔stines.
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Then Saul fell straightway alI aIong on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the

WOrds of SamueI: and the「e was no st「ength in him; fo「 he had eaten no b「ead all請e

day, nOr a旧he night.

1 d.　P「esuppositions:

1e. 1twas Samue同hoappeared, rathe「than a spi「it二

°　The te「ror ofthe medium’Who expected a spi「it to come but

instead saw Samuel.
0　Samue=alked directly with Saul.

"　The prophecy ofSamueI wasfu剛ed the next day.

2e・　Samuel appeared in the intermediate state:

. The finaI resur「ection had not taken place.

"　He was b「ought up directIy f「om Sheol‥ ``why hast thou

disquieted me to bring me up!”

"　SamueI’s physical 「esu「rection w帥bewith the 「est ofthe O.T.

Saints at the second advent of Christ (Dan. 12:1-2).

2d.　Contribution :

1e.　The body had supe「natu「aI cha「acte「istics, for the witch said, l

See gOds (eIohim) ascending out of the ea軸," 「efe「ring fo

Samuel.

2e・　The body of Samuel was phySicaI, reCOgnizable and therefore

had distinguishabIe simila輔es to his earthIy condition. He was

Seen aS an Old man, C10thed in accordance with his o櫛ce of a

ProPhet’features which were easiIy disce「nibIe by SauI.

3e.　There was extended physical and vocaI contactsustained

between Saul and Samueし

4e.　According to I SamueI 28, the person in the intermediate state

POSSeSSeS a VisibIe. physical (type) body, Which makes possible

PhysicaI, VisuaI and vocal contact.
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2b, The New Testament 「eveIation concer而g the inte「mediate body:

The issue on the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, aS WeII as Matthew 17 on the

transfiguration, Cente「S On the future kingdom period and not on the intermediate state.

On the other hand’the passage in Ma「k 12・ dealing with the question of ma「rlage in

heaven, CIea「!y concems the posトresu「「ection state" SeveraI passages offe「 insight

into the intermediate state; the clearest one is Luke 16:19-31 which o什e「s concise

teaching both on the inte「mediate body and its 「eIationship to the inte「mediate state.

1c.　The account ofthe 「ich man and Lazarus: Luke 16:19_31

Luke 16‥19-31The「e was a certain rich man・ Which was cIothed in purpIe and fine

linen’and fa「ed sumptuously eve’γ day‥ 20 And the「e was a certaih begga「 named

Lazarus’Which was laid at his gate, full of sores’21 And desi「ing to be fed with the

C調mbs which feIl f「om the 「ich man,s table: mOreOVe「 the dogs came and Iicked his

SOreS. 22 And it came to pass・ that the begga「 died, and was ca「「ied by the angeIs into

Ab輪ham’s bosom: the rich man also died・ and was bu「ied; 23 And in he冊e lift up his

eyes, being in to「ments' and seeth Ab「aham afa「 off, and Laza「us in his bosom.

24 And he c「ied and said・ Fathe「 Ab「aham・ have me「cy on me, and send Laza田S, that

he may dip the tip ofhisfinge「 in wate「, and cooI my tongue; fo「 l am tormented in this

触me. 25 But Ab「aham said, Son, 「emember that thou in thy一触me 「eceivedst thy

good things, and likewise Lazarus ev旧hings‥ but now he is comforted, and thou art

tomented. 26 And beside a旧his・ between us and you there is a g「eat guIffixed: SO

that they which would pass f「om hence to you cannot; =eithe「 can they pass to us, that

WOuId come from thence. 27 Then he said’l pray thee therefo「e, fathe「, that thou

WOuldest send him to my father,s house: 28 For l have five b「eth「en; that he may testfty

unto them・ lest they also come into this pIace of to「ment. 29 Ab「aham saith unto him,

They have Moses and the prophets; Iet them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, father

Ab「aham‥ but ifone went unto them什om the dead, they w冊epent. 31 And he said

unto him・ lf they hea「 not Moses and the p「ophets・ neither w肌hey be pe「suaded,

though one rose from the dead.
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1 d.　P「esuppositions:

1e.　Ch「ist’s pa「ables have co「「espondence to histo「ic events, factual

「eality and 「eal persons.

2e.　Sound doct「ine can be冊st「ated by pa「abolic t「uth.

3e・　Dives (the rich man) and Lazarus we「e 「eal personswho died,

and the pictu「e painted by Christ is that of the inte「mediate state

and the諏ermediate body.

2d.　Supportfor the histo「icity ofthe incident:.

The account of Dives and Lazarus appea「s to be of histo「icaI natu「e:

1e. Itisneve「calledapa「able.

2e. 1t starts with certainty, ’`tis.’

3e.  1t names one of the cha「acte「s, “Laza「us."

4e.　Christ refer「ed to a histo「ical pe「son, ●`Abraham,当n his

COnVe「Sation with Dives.

5e.　The earlychu「ch favo「ed this view.

6e.　The account possesses de師te cha「acte「s, “five brothe「s."

7e.　The vividness ofthe account supports this.

3d.　Cont「ibution :

芸　子豊島器諜豊富霊謹書霊嵩e・
expression of the 「ich man.

3e.　The「e is an ete「nal separation ofthe lost and saved.

4e.　The inte「mediate body is vividly set forth fo「 both saved and

unsaved (Laza「us’possession of a finge「 impIies that he also

has an am・ a tO「SO and a body. Dives, tongue impIies that he

has a mouth, a head and a body).

And in hell he H耽up his oyes, be血g in torme血ts, and Beeth Abraham afar off, and長駆a,ruS in his

bosom. And he cried狐d said, Father Abr血an, have merey on meI and send 1捌鵬I that he may

The Iost wilI ca「ry with them memories of their ea仙Iy experience.

Between death and resurrection men see, feeI, talk and

「emembe「 (Laza「us, aS an O.T. saint, WilI be resu「「ected at the

SeCOnd advent. Dives, aS an unbelieve「, W刷be resu「rected with

a旧he unbelievers of a旧he ages at the Great White Throne

Judgment [Rev. 20]).
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4d. Conclusion: 

The account of Luke 16 is the first conclusive argument in the progress 
of revelation from our Lord's lips regarding the existence of the nature of 
the intermediate body and the intermediate state. This body admits of a 
physical recognizable form which partakes of sight, feeling, speech and 
memory. This verifies the intimations of prior references such as 
Samuel conversing with King Saul. 

3c. The appearance of Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration: 
Luke 9:27-36 (Mt. 17: 1-8; Mk 9:2-8) 

THE TRANSFJGURATION. 

But I tell you of a truth, there be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, 
til l they see the kingdom of God. 28 And it 
came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, he took Peter and John and James, 
and went up into a mountain to pray. 29 And 
as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance 
was altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering. 30 And, behold, there talked with 
him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 
31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his 
decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 32 But Peter and they that were 
with him were heavy with sleep: and when 
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the 
two men that stood with him. 33 And it came 
to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said 
unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: 
and let us make three tabernacles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: 
not knowing what he said. 34 While he thus 
spake, there came a cloud, and 
overshadowed them: and they feared as they 
entered into the cloud. 35 And there came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear him. 36 And when the 
voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And 
they kept it close, and told no man in those 
days any of those things which they had seen. 

1d. Moses represented the Law, Elijah the prophets. They conversed with 
Jesus concerning His "Exodus," Luke 9:31. The Exodus is not just a 
reference to His d�ath, burial and resurrection, but also to His ascension 
to heaven. 

2d. The physical nature of Moses and Elijah: 

Peter, James and John probably intuitively recognized the two 
individuals who made a sudden and startling appearance from the 
intermediate state. The fact that Peter suggested tabernacles be built 
indicates his perception of them being physical beings, in need of 
shelter. Mt. Hermon, where the transfiguration took place, has an 
elevation of 9,000 feet. Even if they were on a lower spur of the 
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mountain’the tempe輪tureS WOuId s軸be incIement. Peter attempted to

PrOIong the marvelous expe「ience of witnessing this exchange between

Ch「ist and these two Old Testament saints. He gave no thought for his

Ovyn COmfort but was interested onIy in giving a safe and p「otected

envi「onment to those who came to encou「age ch「ist conce面ng the

Su惟症ng and ascension which lay ahead.

4c.　The teaching of 2 Co「inthians 5:1-6:

For we know that if ou「 earthly house of輔s tabemacIe were dissoIved, We have a

bu脚ng of God, an house not made with hands, eterna=n the heavens. 2 Fo「 in this

We g「Oan, ea「neStIy desi「ing to be cIothed upon with ou「 house which is from heaven: 3

If so be that being cIothed we shalI not be found naked. 4 Fo「we that are in this

tabernacle do g「Oan, being bu「de=ed‥ nOt fo「 that we would be uncIothed, but cIothed

upon’that mohalfty might be swaIIowed up o輔fe. 5 Now he that hath w「ought us for

the seIfsame thing is God再ho aIso hath given unto us the eamest of the Spi「it. 6

The「efore we are always con舶ent, knowing that・ W刷st we a「e at home in the body, We

a「e absent from the Lo「d:

1 d.　P「esuppositions:

1e・　The passage is to be interp「eted no「ma=y.

2e.　The body spoken of is the intermediate body.

2d.　Suppo巾

1e.　This view has ancient as weII as mode「n supporte「s-Eph「aem,

Herveius, Aquinas, Hodge, StanIey, Tasker, Pinter.

2e.　This passage冊s the scheme of the p「og「ess of 「eveIation.

3e.　The fo「ce ofthe passage indicates this `Iwe know. ‥We have. ‥

4e.　The account accepts PauI’s ea「nest groanings and desi「es as

genuine and a慣ainable because God has provided an

inte「mediate.body that `’we shaIi not be found naked.”

5e.

了e.

lt is mo「e consistent in its anth「opoIogy‥ there is a body fo「 now,

a body for the future, and a body fo「 theinte「mediate state.

A「guments made by s9me that this is the 「esu「「ection body

「ather than the inte「mediate body章do not nuIIfty the existence of

and 「efe「ence to an inte「mediate body in Scriptu「e. The

PaSSage aSSertS that this body is prepa「ed by God, itis ftom

heaven, and has existed f「om past eternity.

Even the opponents of the intermediate body acknowIedge that

the Ianguage a喝ueS fo「 a body afte「 death, (e.g. Plumme「).

8e.　Lewis Sperry Chafe「 「emarks:
“The thought here expressed is that the redeemed do not desire a disembodied

State・ Which state is inev韓able if there be no intemediate body. The body

described in this passage is said to be ’from heaven,, rather肌an from the

grave. Being of heavenIy o「ieins, it belongs to those realities which are etemaI.
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That it belongs to things etema- does not 「equjre that航e empIoyed fo「eve「.

Certainly. the finaI body of gIory is secured only at the ∞ming of Christ. And,

aS Certainly the body of 2 Corinthians 5:1胡s p「ovided that there may be no

moment of disembodiment. These two facts seem to compe冊e concIusion

that there is an inte「mediate bodyr (eystemafro 77?eOfogy Vdr /I, P. 156〉

5c・　The dead saints in heaven in ReveIation 6:9-11:

And when he had opened the珊h sea= saw …de「the aIta「 the souIs ofthem that

We「e Slain fo「 the wo「d of God' and for the testimony which they heId‥ 10 And they

C「ied w軸a lo=d voice・ Saying, How Iong・ O Lo「d・ hoIy and t「ue' dost thou not judge

and avenge ou「 bIood on them that dweII on the ea軸? 11 And white 「obeswe「e given

unto every one of them; and it was said unto them・ that they shouId 「est yet for a柵e

SeaSOn・ untiI thei「 felIowservants aIso and their b「ethre両hat should be k胴as they

We「e, Should be fuI制ed.

1 d.　P「esuppositions:

This is not the Chu「ch in heaveh, but the inte「mediate state fo「

T「ibuIation saints.

2d.　Suppo巾

Ma=y Prem帥emial, P「et「ibuIational, dispensational commentato「s ag「ee

On this view.

3d.　ConcIusions:

The inte「mediate body is in a visibIe’bodily fo「m in which the souls of

the 「edeemed vocalize praye「 and p「aise・ remembe「 thei「 martyrdom,

and occupy space. The fact that they wea「 white 「obes indicates the

PhysicaI natu「e of their bodies.
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